for all real £T^Q. It is strongly elliptic there if there is a complex constant y such that ReYP(x, £)^0 for £?^0. Let G be a bounded domain in espace and let ƒ and Uo be smooth complex functions defined in G. The Dirichlet problem (-4,/, Wo) is to find a complex function u such that Au=f in G and all derivatives of u -Uo of order <m/2 vanish on the boundary G of G. Gârding [2] and others have shown that if G and the coefficients a M are sufficiently smooth, a unique solution exists provided A is strongly elliptic and aoo---o is large enough. In this paper we extend the existence theory to include any elliptic operator for n > 2 and to operators satisfying a root condition [5 ] if n = 2. Such operators will be called properly elliptic. For m = 2 all properly elliptic operators are strongly elliptic, but this is not the case for higher orders. This last equality implies uÇzH. The proof is thus complete. The foregoing method can also be applied to systems of equations and to general boundary problems which cover A in the sense of [6] .
